Testing Laboratories, Equipment and Reagents
All equipment and reagents for testing should be manufactured and maintained to an appropriate level and provide assured levels of accuracy and reliability that reflects current best practice. All laboratories offering genetic testing services should be appropriately staffed and equipped, and should:
(1) participate in an appropriate accreditation scheme; (2) join an appropriate external quality assurance scheme, and (3) perform adequate internal quality control. All such systems should reflect current best practice.
Confidentiality and Storage of Samples and
Records Suppliers should keep the customer's data confidential excepting information provided under section 7 of this Code of Practice. Suppliers should inform the customer of their procedures for ensuring confidentiality of data. Suppliers should inform the customer of their procedures for storage and disposal of samples and records before obtaining samples and information from the customer. Suppliers should test samples and use identifiable customer data only as contracted with the customer.
Tests That May Be Supplied 2
Those proposing to offer any human genetic testing service direct to the public are expected to comply with this Code of Practice and present their proposals to the Advisory Committee on Genetic Testing for comment. Suppliers should advise all customers with a known family history of a disorder to consult a medical practitioner.
Who May Be Supplied Tests
Genetic testing services supplied direct to the public should not be supplied to those under the age of 16, or to those unable to make a competent decision regarding testing.
Customer Information
Suppliers should provide appropriate information to the customer giving details of the tested condition, to ensure that the customer understands the nature of the testing, its scope and limitations and the accuracy, significance and use of a result. Such information should be supplied before the test is performed.
Genetic Consultation
Suppliers should provide opportunities for appropriate pre-and post-test genetic consultation, for which there should be no additional charge.
Involvement of General Medical Practitioners
Suppliers should supply a copy of test results, with the customer's written consent, to general medical practitioners for inclusion in the customer's health record.
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The complete report with guidance and notification forms can be obtained from the Advisory Committee on Genetic Testing, Department of Health, Room 401, Wellington House, 133-155 Waterloo Road, London SE1 8UG, UK.
